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at both north and south tracts. He has donated his c
and also to other refuges, including Blackwater and
Joe is active in his community, giving educational
addition, he gave a presentation at the UMD EMpemns®i
preparation for the Master Gardener Job Fair for new
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The editor, | ayout artists, cont @i eomntsibutora n otlher
volunteers. There are regularfl con@ri butors, oweyer ,
encourage al | vol unt eers and Fri mi t it
newsl etter by sending or bringing th 0 :
Editor, Friends of Patuxent Newle[_[_a-l-———] u
Nati onal Wil dlife Visitor Center
10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop Contributors are remini
Laurel, -M®120708 t_he newsl|l et tlesrt iosf _dtJ_hee C
Or emai | to Diana_OgiIvie@fV\%'.'%v Mar c hJ uné oeditthieo m
t h newsl etter can [be
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After over 43 years with the Fish and Wi ldlife Serv
papers. Ailtdés been a wonder f ul i feld

Af ter grad school in wildlife management, Tt hemgano m
swamps of Okefenokee anidaltlhet hneartsihnees doefv eB loapc knwga tae rp a
took a detour fr-b7 Refuwerskimg twiet mitdhe Division of

Of fi ce; and t hen, when otuirmekiidms twea eWddhitrn get,on Qfofrikc

with such issues as steel shot, trapping policy, fer
I escaped DC and came back to the field at Patuxent
Division; and | was thrilled having the opportunity
with the public. Opportunities increased with the t

t he Nati onal Wil dlife Visitor Center in 1994,

Patuxent is continually bleg$lksewi lwlitimidayiicat @dy cttiadrd
find I am |l ess and | ess able to keep up with the de
more energetic and technologically able staff. I am
from my FWS and USGS coll eagues and wonderful wvolunt
Nel |
¢ KS AT { AL
Jessica Hel mbol d, Patuxent Volunteer

For the first ti me ever, the Bi@qtSendédrdndgpepehtr
Festival, increasing participation dramatically. Wit
Ku, the 2012 Big Sit was very successful. Over 40 pe
Nor mal | vy, the event only records different species
that were already | isted, Sso everyone could partici |
sighting stild!l counted. Our goal was to encourage pe

peci es, spanning
the highlights from this year
c

across all ma j
0s

o mmo n-s hyienlnleodwt ha wla
T

This year we saw 41 s
of count -éyned uc

Some

juncos, ruddy duck, I, mbgnal ieaa gWv
Lincolnds sparrow and sandhi |l |l crane. he cranes wer
of USGS, jokingly said we should count those as well
The Big Sit is always a fun event. Participants borr
l oop trail area where various types of habitats abol
observe for as short or as |l ong a time as theyo6d |ik
their fisito can count. Someti mes we encourage indiuvi
t hat spot Since Patuxent hosts the event during9the
hour s

The Big Sit was a huge success this year. At the end
participation in the Big Sit.
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Brad Knudsen, Refuge Manager, Patuxent Resea
On September 25, 2012, Patuxent Research Refuge rece
explained so eloquently in the National Wil dlife REe
Recommendati on 13. We hired our first ever Urban Re
Fairfax County Public School System (FCPS) in northe
natur al resource expertise to administrators, teache
di verse school systems in the United States, wi th o
popul ati opPAsmeafi cAfnr,i cHaims-p@marni iccamnst Ade mins .
This new outreach effort wildl al | ow TiPraotsutx ewitt htion r4e5a
r efiuwgiet h whom we would otherwise not be connected. )
mai ntaining additional schoolyard habitats; gui ding
into the U.S. Geol ogi cal Surveyds national dat abase
Afgreend practices they are alreadyf reingradgleyd prngc tiideeend
and providing continuing education opportunities for
This is truly a unigque partnership, with the refuge
materials to promote the NWRS and the Fish and Wil
supervision. In formi ngFCHe® Pravitmenmdntpal EEGuU aaet iTor
school di strict has abouiSch@osshoml & hteh dNtat & o &Sad heayli | $st
USA program and at | east 30 or so more asking for te
and representing the Refuge System wil/| allow us to
create an even broader base of environment al stewar
more wildlife habitat on school grounds and having s
Recentl vy, FCPS organized a training session for 40 h
acre ownaetypark in Fairfax County with exceptional
teachers how to use an outdoor setting to illustrat
pl ant adaptations and succession, and the water cyc
i mportance of native vegetation on the | andscape, th
and how to establish bluebird habitat on school grou
and recognizing the potenti al for such an environmen
of this particular continuing education event, o offe
Through his first si x weeks, Al ex had interacted wi
session0wiuvipkeefidr mi ng fourth graders, where environ
school s very own schoolyard habitat. AThis i s such
with kids, and | |l ove working in nature. The i mpact
be a part of. 0
With increasing obstacles to a school systemds abili
an innovative way to bring the refuge to the school s
not thousandoxn,| yofanp daoplre awaiyl If rloenarPrat abent t he Serv
nurturing and exciting experiences itlwvan awaiet bidileeam na
about the nurturing and exciting experiences that aw
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, 2012, the Washington P
ant Russi an Pr i

On September 6
Nt hat the f 1l amb esi
with a glove t t resembled @l bide
Mgroup ofaicaedi berian cranes o
mo st of the world observers thi
attention to himself.

de
do
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o
o
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h a
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t he Pat utxeernh groomggr am a opir
cranes to migrate, it eep
The mot orglziedi ntgantgec hnt ul t
' ight plane has been <co for
Patuxent staff, i n C G wi t

Mi grati on, t o asrsdarte dp tiv
Crate with cramiegraadyorf.or | ong
flight to Russia i ;

Pat uxent hel ped establ | si a
program in 1991when they donated a cr
become part of their breeding progr . / si a
Patuxent and our Director, Mr . Hal (0] Vs | wi |
role of international exchanges with ran,.ang.US
occurred due to the generosity of KLI\-/II- Lg?ﬁlqlpnaeritrba?’ Bb
Airport (BWI). Patuxent s good friend Walter Townsh

1 of Commer c e, mad e t he i nitial cont e

; transport. KLM agreed and were extr

AW Baspects of the trip, especially the

“After the crane was inspected by Pat

~'transported to BWI Airport. KLM6s r

Mo s t international flights go throu

Veterinary Hospital there to accomm

through Europe. Our sandhi |l crane

arrival and received an i nspec thioounr

=S| ayover in Amsterdam thg\“&r_‘la_ wa s

Ani ' ~back on the |\h)lane,ff@ia;, l%o Ru

ni mal Hot el mai ntained by L ;;I::f‘ - ’

in AmsterdamUpon arrival in - ™ “nno

recalls a quick | : | % or

and the crane and then first thi es

about 300 mil es south of Mo s co pr

interpreters on the bus. 't was on

interstate quality roads. Mr . .t ha

bathroom in his smal./l house, but had

ni ght eienn f snow made Hal happy t h
one night. :

Sandhi || crane | oaded

The Russians followed the protocols Patuxepd Radgeest

colony of cranes. They took the ber

0/ 2yeydsSSRI 2y L.
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under foster sandhil]l crane parents
eggs (double clutching), thereby i nc

The propagation program has been
ifiteachingo the cranes to migrate ha

cranes were rai 2 an
Worl d Wildlife
been | earning f o
sever al mont hs " A
able to start ; eir
journey before = WS
required at-Pact “Th
I ndoor f acpdaiotmp | efx dEe ®ansosmia c Cooperi™
| ater in the we ., ©
October 11, 2012, we |l earned th i ogr
cranes were returned to their p 5 % W W Pat
had a few setbacks, but, hopef = : ’ Xpe
Russian migration program with (o, ¢ . cu. o« <oibe
successful. Staff at NMNrat ubaén©06 Goanmobei mpr

t hey assisted directly WRt hsi & ees porotpsa g
program of an endange+red—speecies—+hHH—RUSS
providing techniques to raise Siberian
i mportant first migration.

i
Patuxentés sandhill crane in
Russia after | ong trip
by air and bus

Si berian cranes in covered pens
Patuxentds captive crane col

For images of the Patuxent Research Refuge

visit our gallery at

Pages http://lwww.pbase.com/photoops2/patuxent_research_refuge



